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stitutional disturbance, pulse small and
rapid, abdominal pain, nausea and vomit-
ing, and there will likely be a frequency
of thin stools. Temperature varies. It
may be only slightly elevated or may be
as high as 103 to 104, with early signs
of anemia, emaciation and typhoid con-
dition. We are likely to have the symp-
toms of effusion with a suppurative type
of fever. In some instances the acute
symptoms are absent giving only slight
local and general symptoms: low fever,
anemia, slight abdominal pains, as in the
history of a case that I will present fur-
ther on. When we come to diagnosis,
unless we can determine as to tuberculo-
sis in other organs, it presents some diffi-
culty. A tubercular family history would
aid us some: fever with a tumor, especial-
ly if it be a transverse one and elongated
would be a diagnostic point of great
value; and in case all of the organs from
which you might expect infection could
be excluded the mucus from the rectum
and the urine should be examined for the
tubercular germs. We would have to dif-
ferentiate from internal hermia in which
we have the sudden attack, pain local and
in paroxysms, absolute constipation in a
few hours, nature of the vomited matter,
tympanites, but no ascites. From can-
cerous peritonitis in which we have the
tumor growing slowly, a gradual obstruc-
tion of the bowels, and the age of patient,
this being in older subjects. From enteri-
tis by the frequent mucouns discharges,
the absence of tumor or ascites, no tuber-
cular lesions in other organs. The treat-
ment would, of course, suggest itself to
you. There are some cases, those of a
purulent nature, that would be purely
surgical.  The claim is made by some that
all cases should undergo a laparotomy
with possibly the exception of the acute
cases of milliary tuberculosis,

I will now present the history of a case
which was rendered more interesting be-
cause of a difference of opinion among
the doctors who saw it, which, as you all
know, occasionally happens. I was called
to see I I. White, male, age about four
years, Found him pale, anemic, small
pulse, temperature 100 8/10, abdomen
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tympanitic with an elongated tumor ex-
tending from the umbilicus upward and
outward to a point under the ribs on left
side. His parents gave a history of an
intestinal derangement of some six or
eight weeks, which they attributed to
worms and had given anthelmintics quite
freely. I diagnosed the trouble as a pe-
ritoneal one. Some days later he was
brought to my office. I called in a broth-
er physician and he confirmed my diagno-
sis of tubercular peritonitis. The father
wanted a diagnosis of appendicitis, I as-
sured him that it was not, and put the
child on an anti-tubercular treatment with
rather an unfavorable prognosis. Learned
next day that he had taken him to a
neighboring town to a physician who di-
agnosed a purulent appendicitis and ap-
pointing the following day to open up the
abdomen and evacuate the pus with, of
course, the probability of a prompt cure.
The physician who saw the child with me
attended the operation. Upon opening
the abdomen, they were greeted with the
peritoneum rolling up into the incision
studded with the tubercle—drainage was
put in and the incision closed. Instead
of the irritation to the peritoneum acting
as a cure as it is said frequently to do, the
tubercular process seemed lighted up to
fresh activity and a perforation of the
intestines in a few davs was the result,
with the fecal contents of the bowel pour-
ing out through the wound. 1 saw the
child afterward in visiting another mem-
ber of the family. It lived some three
weeks, finally dying from exhaustion.
This in my opinion, was a case in which
tympany was mistaken for purulent exu-
dation,

SPECIAL ARTICLES.

HISTORY OF THE ROPER FUND.

(Read before the Medical Socicty of 5. C. of
Charleston Co, at the o ng ceremonies of
the new Roper Hospital, Feb. 19, "o6.)

On a tablet over the board room of the old
Roper Hospital occur these words:

‘This institution was commenced in 1850, and
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completed in 1852, Thomas Roper bequeathed
real estate 1o the value of $:0.000 in trust to the
Medical Socicty of South Carolina to receive the
interest and to invest the same, untl a sufficiem
sum had accumulated, or aid received from pub-
lic and private benefaction to erect and sustain
a pnl;‘lu: hospital.  The donation was reccived
in 1

In |340 the City Council of Charleston, with
the Hon. T. Leger Hutchinson, Mayor, ord
to sustain and perpetnate the noble and benefi-
cent views of Mr, Roper, gave $20,000 and land
for the ercction of a {m;pital,

In 1831 the City Council of Charleston, with
the Hon. John Schnierly, Mayor, m behali of
the upper wards recently attached 1o the
city, mave §6,000 to complete the building. In
December, 1831, the Legislature of the State of
South Carolina gave $10,000 for the use of the
institution.

As appears above, the hequest from Mr. Roper,
the City Council and the Legislature amounted
in all to §66000. It now remains to be shown
creased so greatly under the
cal Society that they were en-
abled to build the Hospital at cost of $20.400,
pay the expenses :tvi rula!ru. and runming, and

new I[mp:nl a sum nearly cqu.nl to $200,000 out-
side of the real estate.

It will be seem that the ori
Mr. Roper was only a min 1o which many
large bequests were added, both by the State and
city, and also by private fividuals, W
now show i de what gart the 1 al pro-
fession  played hatshamcking and  inereasin
this fund so that t we are enabled to build
this m ficent instil and to lake charge
within its walls of the entire sick poor of the
city withont asking in return anything except
the actual cost of rmuing it

nal bequest of

Tt is almost imposcible 1o give an idea of the
aml

unscllish devotion which
gave to this Hospital,
the ings of the whole board
of trustees, the long and nm:ulc memorials sent
to the Cuy Council o the Legislature, the
daily visits of the ni committees. all with-
ont a cent of reward. The minutes of the board
give us only the barest intin of the enor-
mous amount of work done. Very often the
meetings of the hoard were held daily and gen-
erally weekly, but all during the erection of
the building and the period of the war. the meet-
ings were called just as often as any question
arose which might be Immgllt before them,
even 1f it was only the purchase of a set of
splints. At times the good nature amd self-ab-
negation of the physicians and surgeons would
rebel when they were allowed only a portion of
the small fees which were paid by students for
their hospital instruction, but they had deter-
mined to build the Hospital and ‘to carry ont
Mr. Roper’s benevolent intentions, and no
amount of effort or scli-sacrifice was to be
spared to acecomplish that object, and to give
the panpers of the city every henefit which conld
be derived from the advanced medical science

continuous  work
the m.

of the day. Of course, during the war the
blessings of this institution were enhanced a
thonsand fold. hecause the sick and wounded

soldicrs had then a refuge, and the aid of their
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home physicians and surgeons, and the people
appreciated this fact, as it is shown m the mimn-
utes that wines and liguors and luxuries and
necessities of all kinds flowed into the insutu-
tion m an almost uminterrupded  stream,  The
house snrgeons then as now gladly served their
terms for the amount which they could learn
out of and the modest ho ium of $30
per anni Subsequently the visiting surgeons
and physicians receved from $300 to $400 per
annum, except when the building was leased to
the ¢ when they n'tulul as much as $ooo,
but all the otl visiting committees, etc, did
their work withont fee or reward lwat the
knowledge that they were working for sweet
charity alone, amd had contributed thewr share
towards the advancement of the medical profes-
sion and maintenance of the Roper fund,

It must be stated that previons 1o the Roper
bequest in 1845 the Alms House or Poor House,
as it was then called. constituted the only refuge
for the sick poor of the city,
building near the corner of Ma
streets, which was afterwards converted into the
eolored w\arrls of the aper sspital. The
earliest k recording the beguest of
\1!. Roper ami the receipt of it by the Medieal

was lost and has never been found: so
that we have nothing more than the will of Mr,

Roper to record that incident. In this will it was
stated th
fourteen

the Hospital was not to be bwlt for
ars after the benquest, unless earlier
he sufficiently e
ns 10 erect, v

for sick and poor without regard to com-
plexion, religion or nation. It will be seen that

I. Roper de al for the recep-
The sick poor from all parts of the
Sy Iy entitled to its hencfits and
hence, the Legislature was asked to contribute to
the erection of the building.
memorial was sent to his Excellency, Gover-
nor Seabrook, sctting forth the conditions and
objects of the fund and asking for a yearly ap-
Fropriation o in building the Hospital
One memorial was wnl by the trustees and one
by the commissioners of the Poor House to the
City Coumeil in order that the two charities
might be amaleamated. The City Council re.
commended that the sum of $6.000 or $7.000
asked for by the board of commizsioners of the
Poor House be granted them, which, together
with the application of the fund known as the
Coffin fund, and the estimated value of the ma-
terials that compose the present building will
enable them to crect an edifice more waorthy the
city and better adapted to the purpose desig-
nated. They also recommended that $20.000 and
$,000 annually thereafter be appropriated in or-
der to enable them without further delay actively
to earty out the benevolent objects of the donor.
The committee also advised that the fund and
real estate of 1the Roper beguest be hereafter
released from all taxation,

Another memorial was sent to the Legislature
amd each member of the board was asked to
& it subscriptions from private individuals,

The lot on the corner of Queen and Maryck
was given hy the city also a portion of the
lot belonging to \lc cal College. This lat-
ter with the proviso that the College should have
the wse of one ward in the Hospital

On January 19, 1830, Mr. Jones was elected
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architect for the building and the Legislature
was again memorialized n July roth, of t
same ycar, a contract was entered into with Mr.
J. M. Curus to build the hospital for $26,400,
and piling was at once begun on the lot. In
November 2gth the trustees called attention to
the ilatu-r{n[‘ prospects from the results of their
year's labor. The total smn rec:i\c-d was $17,-
302.33, of which $13.500 was a part of the $20,-
ooo which had been n:[rm-lt\'d by the city. Another
memorial was sent to the Lemslature and it was
proposed at that mecting to clect a secretary and
treasurer and to pay him for his services. Dr. W,
T. Wraeg was elected for this office in Decem-
ber, 1851, with a salary of $300 per annum,
The year 1851 was a dark year for the fund,
for we find that by the cm‘f of that time the
appropriation by the eity was nearly all gone
and private subscriptions’ were few and far be-
tween,

As has been said above, the poor of the city,
previous to 18435, had always been cared for m
the Poor House, on Marvck street, and this was
under the care of a board of commissioners, who
no doubt gave their services free, and were ex-
ceedingly jealons of their dignity, and great
care and consideration had to be used mm ap-
proaching such a delicate subject as a change
of any kind. In fact it 15 recorded in the me-
morial of the Roper Hospital board to the City
Council as follows:

“Your petitioners now approach the most deli-
cate part of the application, for they think that
they have shn\nn that the ﬂ'.lll ing of the prayer
&l 1|| be a saving of expense to the city, since it
will obviate the necessity of erecting approp
buildings and wholly endowing them. T
the giving up of the appomtment of commission-
ers and officers to an mstitution to which they
will have so largely contributed.” In reviewing
the mimnutes it is amazing to see the amount of
arduons labor, the endless number of meetings,
the time and trouble, which was frecly devoted
to this subject by 1I1e board of trustees of the
Roper fund.  The secretiry must al least have
devoted the hest part of as he
served as secretary for thiry-five ;\nrs. and he
had the proud satisiactio owing that at the
end of his labor, besides building the hospital
reat circumspection and good judgment, the
fund had more than doubled the origmnal amount,
The hmlding committee had so much difficulty
funds 1o ry on the work that they
d to snepend all work for a time;
nteerd 1o protect the work
jury by rain, ete, and also
10 resume the work i one weck after the trus.
tees were in possession of sufficient funds to
warrant them in domg so,  What known at
that time as the upper wards of the ety had
nat heen a part of the ety proper, and was,
|Iu-rcf re. incorporated, and th having eq

s for enjoying the use the new buiid-
l‘,L’. were asl to contribinte their quota to "
The Couneil on that acconnt appropriated

$ho00 for the completion of the buildimg, and
work was resumed as agreed upon by the con-
tractor in one weck thereafter. By the addition
of this amount the fund now amounted to $25-
oo,

This § 6000 was advinced as a Joan, and, in
addition the City Council appropriated $1.000 an-
nually to assist in runming the Hospital when it
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should be completed. It must not be suppnsed
that the City Council made these appropriations
without due regard for its own interest, they
were only paying a comparatively moderate
amount for the care of their entire sick poor,
and at the same time deriving the l:enekn of the
Roper beqg and all subseq of
which, as we shall see, there were not a few as
proved by the phenomenal growth of the fund.
It is here recorded that $1,500 were contributed
from private sourees, but the names of the in-
dividuals who made the contributions are not
given. It is mentioned at this time that $7.000
was left to the mstitution by a private individual,
but his name is also not given,

r. Dickson offered to give a serics of lectures
for the benefit of the fund, and Dr. Simons ar-
ranged 10 give a concert. In another memorial
to the Lemslature it is stated that “a proper
plan  hav been  adop and  contracts
entered into, a noble bwlding of imposing
appearance and eepa:mnr. room, with all the aids
that modern has brought to bear upon the
comfort aid w;k and suffering creatures, has
risen into existence, and stands in readiness to
di its healing bl gs as soon as public
gencrosity has been aroused to such an under-
standing of its wants as will stimulate it to acts

Heavenly charity. The amounnt already ex-
pended, together with the small sum still requi
site for completing the furnishing of the bmild-
ing, amonnts to about $40,000"

“The Hospital, so erected at a cost so much be-
low what it could now be contracted for. 15 ca-
pable of accommodating about one hundred pa-
tients.  The greater portion of these will be ac-
commodated for in the large wards, where, as in
all hospitals, many sick will be g'llhernl |ﬂgm|hrr
But there are also provided a certain number of
smaller wards, h those laboring under

wases can be kept
entirely aloof from the nllnrs and aliogether,
the arnngmu—m-e are such as to ensure for the
haritable aid, the greatest
of m |furt with the least amount of an-
noyance possible in such institutior In De-
cember, 1831, the Legislature appropr\:nc«l $10,-
000 for the bencfit of the Hospital.

In Jamuwary, 1864, the secu ('5. not including
estate, amomnted to 30206, and total
wons to date, to $37.400, hut sull they were
not able 1o open the hospital, although it was
completed nd  almost  entirely  furnished, but
the total income from rents, imerest, ete.,
amounted to only $3 b«l.; per annum.  The city
$4.000 a year for the
care of their panper p..uum then!nre the City
Conneil wag again memorialized, because, by a
small inerease to the anmual meome of the
trustees the magnificent new  hospital could he
opencd. and all the poor of the city cared for in
keeping with the will of Mr. Roper.

Tn March, 1824, the trustees, with honest pride
ted the attention of the public to the state-
nt that a property which, in 1846, was repre-
sented by four houses and lms bringmg in 2

-

yearly income of $2,100, in 1824 represented by
these eame houses, and, in addition, a magnifi-
cent hospital, built wpon a lot of land worth

at the lowest estimate, $7.000, and the invested
sum of $17300. In other words, by judicious
and landable excrtions they have, in the course
of less than eight wvears, increased Col. Roper's



March, 1006.

bequest by the handsome amount of $17,300 m
bonds and stocks, and by one of the finest Hos-
pital buildings in the country.’

Finally, in April following, furnishings were
ordered for the hospital, and it is intcresting
to note that no mention or allusion is made to
any sicrilizers or preparation for antiseptics. In
fact, the list reads more like the requirements of
a hotel than a hospital.

In July, 1854, memorials were sent, both to the
City Comncil and to the Governor of the State,
setting forth the condition of the hospital, the
state of the funds and the need of further assis-
tance to open the bmlding.  As said above, these
appeals were made to the Legislature because,
by the terms of the will, the hospital was open
to every class of persons from any portion of
the State or from any quarter of the globe.

It was not until September 7th, 1854, or four
years and two months after the work was com-
menced, that the building was opened. and then
only for a short period, because yellow fever
had become epidemic in the city, and its doors
were again closed November 18th following, be-
cause of want of funds to keep it open. In De-
cember, 18354, there was only $2,518 left in the
treasy except real estate and securities. It is
recorded, however, that throughout the entire
epidemiec many contributions of money and sup-
ples were made to the hospital, and that the
physicians all gave their services free of charge,
although the labor wis arduons and dangerous.
One of them was stricken with the discase while
on duty and narrowly escaped with his life,

In 1833 it is recorded that the Poor House
was turned over to the city and became a part
of the Roper Hospital. Legacies to the amount
of $).200 had been left to the fund and also do-
nations to the amount of $37,000—total securi-
ties amounting to $45.05216—and a contract was
made with the city for $35,000 per annum and
$1.000 by the Legislature. January 18ih, 1536, the
hospital was finally opencd, and the attending
ians and surgeons were elected.  This was
just five years and six months after the constru
tion of the building was commenced, Tt is ne
less for us 1o noint out the extraordinary c
between that and the rapidity with which
pital has heen built and put into op-
is is all the more striking when we
mmmn- the relative size and nature of the for-
mer and the present building.

It is of interest here to mention that house
physicians munst have cither been scarce or shy
of their services in those days, sinee it is stated
in a special report that advanced medical stu.
dents rather than g 1d be sclected.
“The committe 2 1 induced to make these
<ti m the diffienlty at present exhi-
—=not having at presemt a sngle candidate
quahificd aceording to the present rules, and be-
lieving young men, not graduates, by their talents
and attainments may prove more available and
really usefu] than graduates, and it can scarcely
be suonosed that the in il elect any
one withont heing fully persnaded of his fitness
for the duties required” In the light of the pres-
ent requirements these words read like a page
from very ancient history,

Under a contract with the City Couneil, dated
Felruary 12th, 1838, the sick poor and femporary
and transient instne were cared for to the satis-
faction of Council until the commencement of
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the war, when the Hospital was thrown open for
the reception of the wounded and sick soldiers,
and this continued until August, 1863, when the
building became unsafe on account of the enemy’s
shells and the soldiers and ewilians were re-
moved to the school buwlding in Morris street
until March, 1804, when that bmlding was taken
possession of by the Federal authoritics. The
trustees then removed their sick poor to the
Alme House, on Hampstead Mall, one wing of
which was loaned by the commissioners for that
purpose.

From February 3rd to November 1mh, 186s,
no meetings  were held on account of the
evacuation of the city, all buildings being con-
fiscated by the enemy. After this date a portion
oi the hospital was restored to the trustees and
in November, 1866, it was turned over entirely
and a rental of $2.300 was paid for its occu-
pancy. Stores, medicines, etc, were supplied
from the Freedmen's Bureau, which enabled the
trustees to keep the building open from March
sth, 1863, until the City Council were enabled to
renew its contract with them, which they held
previous to the war. The City Council persis-
tently refused to renew this unless the hospital
building should be leased 1o them entirely for a
period of years. The legality of this was de-
nied to them in long opinions by Messrs, Sim-
ons & Simons and the Hon, C. G. Memminger.
In July, 1869, realizing the urgent necessity for
more revenue from which to run the institution,
the following circular was issued and published
in the daily papers in Charleston and Columbia
ior three months :

“The trustees of the Roper Hospital, of Char~
leston, an institution under the dircction of the
Medical Seciety of South Carolina, have appro-
priated a part of their cor ]

a Marson de Saniee, or ~rivate imfirmary
must exist a number of persons suffering under
medical and surgical diseases in sparsely mo[aled
i the State to which medical

ilt and where the necessary conditions for
cure at home cannot be obtained, to whom a
regular hospital and modern appliances would be
a great accommodation. To such persons the
trustees offer their fine accommodations with
loard and lodging, nursing and the best medical
and swrgical attendance, at the moderate charge
of $12 per weck, the profits derived from this
source to he exnended for the support of the
destitute sick. Your recommendation is respect-
fully selicited in this chantable work. Applica-
tion for further information, or for admittance,
to he made to Dr. W, T. Wragg, seeretary and
treasurer Of the board, No. 21 East Bautery,

harleston,™

The following advertisement
lished :

“The public are respectiully notified that a
part of the Roper Hospital building has been
organized as a private infirmary for the treat-
ment of patients in the city and thronghont the
State who cammot _be conveniently attended at
their domiciles.  The trustees are prepared to
receive hoth medical and surgical cases at the
Roper Hospital, where the best medical and
surgical treatment. with board and nursing, will
he provided for the sum of $12 a week.  Apply
to Seerctary and Treasurer Dr. W. T. Wragg,
No. 21 Fast Batery,

It is here shown that a part of the Hospital

was also pub-
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was used as a private infirmary and the funds
derived therefrom were devoted to the sick pau-
pers cared for in the other portion.

On December 2nd, on aceount of the insufficient
interest received from the fund, a resolution was
offered that the hospital should be closed for a
limited period wntil the funds might accumu-
late sufficiently to place the hospital upon a per-
manent footing. This was very much opposed
by many members of the bhoard, but finally after
prolonged legal discussion permission was ob-
tained from the Court, and it was determined
that the hospital should be closed on the 1st of
August, 1871, and that a fee of $2g2. be paid to
the attorneys for their work, and the salaries of
the physicians and surgeons, amounting to $875.
each, be paid as soon as the interest should accu-
mulate sufficiently to do so. It was also decided
that the salary of the secretary should be re-
stored to $300 per annum. On Janvary 3rd, 1873,
a resolution was offered to lease the bwlding
to the city for a period of ten years on condition
that the property would be kept in good repair,
and free of rent. This arrangement was agreed
to by the City Council, and a lease was signed
on March 4th, 1873

At the expiration of this lease a new agree-
ment was entered into, by which the city leased
the Hospital for five years at a nominal rental

$500 per annum, and agreed also to keep the
property in repair.  In the meantime, however,
and all during the previous ten years, the Ro-
per fund had paid taxes regularly on all its prop-
erty outside of the hospital proper. This
amounted to nearly $500 per annum, therefore
the city virtually had the use of the buildings
for nothing except the cost of repair.

On Moy 30, 1835, the fund sustained its heavi-
est loss in the death of its faithful custodian, Dr.
Wm. T. Wragg, who had been secretary and
treasurer of the fund from its incipiency to the
time of his death and had preserved all the se-
curities of fund after the evacustion of the city
as thovneh they were his private property.

In 1886 the hospital was wrecked by the great
earthquake, and although the City Council had
contracted to keep the bmlding in repair, which
lease did not expire until 1888, they declined
either to repair the building of to renew its oe-
cupancy on the ground that the wreckage was
due to the wisitation of God. The board were
also advised by their solicitor that it would not
be expedient to take any steps to compel the
city to repair the hospital until the expiration of
their lease in 1838 Meantime through the ef-
forts of Dr. Bowditch, of Boston, and other per-
sons, an ecarthquake fund had been raised for
the benefit of the only hospital in this city at
that time.

On February 25, 188, it is recorded that a
written communication was sent to the Clt\f
Cauneil demanding a settlement of the I1nsp11‘ll
claims for repairs. that the matter had been re-
ferred to the city attorney, and the latter had re-
quested that if the board would make some
proposition he would be glad to consider a com-
promise of the claim,

It was then agreed that the solicitor of the
board should confer with the city attorney in re-
lation to the profiered compromise of the claim
of the board against the city upon a basis of one-
half the cost of repairs,

Under the advice of Solicitor Simons the trus-
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tees finally accepted the amount of $125 of-
fered by the city in lieu of all rent due for the
Roper Hospital and the earthquake damages
were repaired by the trustees at a cost of $ir1,-
172.35.

These repairs became obligatory because the
building would have gone to rack and ruin had,
the trustees waited until the expiration of the
contract with City Council, in 1858. The chair-
man of the earthquake relief fund in Boston ex-
pressed his opinion that a portion of that fund
was intended for the hospital in Charleston—
the only hospital at that time was the Roper
Hospital—and if it was not so expended it would
constitute a diversion of the fund.” In spite of
this fact, however, and also of the fact that the
Poor House and lot had been turned over to the
Roper Hospital, the contract “to remain in force
as long as the agreement shall be mutually car-
ried into effect,”” the contract was broken, the
Poor House torn down, the lot sold and the
proceeds, with a considerable part of the earth-
quake fund, was invested in the City Hospital,
which was built on this site, As a result of tius
the sick poor of this State and city were de-
prived of this great charity and the extensively
reparred building was left unoccupied for eigh-
teen years and mine months, until January, 1004,
when the Medical Society determined to build a
hospital which would be a eredit to them and
would give to the people of this city and State
the bencfits of this great charity once agamn.

The result of their efforts you have now be-
fore you, and I have the great honor and pleasure
of congratulating you upon the possczsion of a
magnificent plant, of which not only the people
of this city and State, but the medical profes-
sion, may well be prond. I now leave the mat-
ter in the hands of the chairman of our building
committee, IIr. R. S. Catheart, who will explain
to you the method hy which this wonderful re-
sult has been accomplished.

THE NEW ROPER HOSPITAL*

R. S. CATHCART, M. D.

Mr. President and Gentlemen of the Medical
Society of South Carolina: The movement to
give the City of Charleston better hospital fa-
cilities, and to wtilize the Roper fund for this
purpose, began in December, 1903, when Dr.
Porcher, in his maugural address, as president
of the Society, called attention to the Roper
fund, how it had remained idle and the poor
and sick of the city deprived of its benefits, since
the abandonment of the old Hospital on Queen
street in 1

This fund has been held and guarded as a most
sacred trust by each member of the Society, and
it_has always been our most earnest wlch and
effort to carry out the terms as set forth in the
will of Mr. Roper.

This address of the president and the urgent
need of a modern hospital being appreciated by

*Read before the Med. Society of S. C. of
Charleston Co. at the opening ceremonies of the
new Roper Hospital, Feb. 19, 1006,
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, stimulated them to

every member of the Socie
med effurts 1o re-es-

make renewed and deter
tablish the Roper Hospital,

Acting on this incentive the Society appointed
a committee of nine to formulate plans to ac-
complish this purpose. The committee, after or-
ganization, called on  Mr, Rhett, the newly
elected Mayor, and informed him of the lack of
hospital facilities of the city, and also that the
medical institutions of the city were being con-
ducted without medical representation. He ap-
preciated our motives and arranged for a joint
meeting with a committee from City Council.
After several conferences with this committee
extending over a period from December, 1903, to
June, 1904, a memorial was sent to City Council
from the Medical Society of South Carolina,
offering to build a Hospital on the site of the
City Hospital with the Roper fund and to con-
tract 1o take care of the sick poor of the city
for a certain fixed sum per annum—also includ-
ing the city dispensary service as an outdoor
department.  This was adopted by City Council,
and the Medical Society then apponted a com-
mittee of fve to carry out the purposes of the
memorial and to act as a building committee,
From this period, June, 1004, to December, 1004,
there were many eonferences with a commitiee
appointed by City Council, of which Alderman
Lebhy was chrirman, hefore a form of contract,
the plans of the new Roper Hospital, ete, were
agreed upon, and the Mayor instructed to sign
a deed transferring the City Hospital property
to the Roper trustees. 1t was i March, 103,
before we had possession of the old buildings
and the wrecking of them started,

On May 28, 105, the first work was com-
menced on the present building, and to-night, Mr.
President, February 10, 1906, we wish to turn
aver to the Medi Saociety of South Carolina,
the new Roper ospital, modern in cevery detail
of arrangement, surpassed by few in the country,
eqnalled by nene in the South, a building
which we think the medical profession and every
citizen of Charleston shonld take pride. Over
two vears since the appointment of the original
commuttee of nine and cight and a half months
since actnal construction began,

The Hospital consists of five buildings, and
is constructed of brick, with tile roof, with the
exception of the kitchen and laundry building,
and stable and morgue buoilding, which are of
wood and stucco,

It has accommodation for over two hundred
patients, provision heing made for the sep':ml‘ron
of the races, (a condition not met with in the
hospitals of the North,) separation of the sexes
of the races, separation of diseases, viz: 4
medical, 4 EIIFR'(J] 2 tubercular, 2 insane, 2 “in-
fections, making in all fourtecn wards—besides
<hildren’s rooms, maternity rooms, private rooms,
sleeping quarters for house staff, superintendent,
druguists—white, help offices, ete. The number
of rooms in the bmlding, not including closets,
is 162, Fach ward or department has separate
linen and supply closets, diet kitchen, dining
room, bath and toilet. The porches on the west
of all wards are inclosed with glass and steam
heated.

The offices of the outdnor department are lo-
cated in the basement of the Lueas street build-
mg.

The Riverside Infirmary has been remodeled
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inside, the rooms made much smaller, s0 as to
give accomodation for thirty private patients.
The former building accommodated eighteen,

There are live surgical operating rovms, The
general operating room in the main bhuilding,
dedicated to the memory of Rhiett;
private operating room in the Riverside de-
partment, accident room, near ambulance en-
trance, for police cases; eye and ear room, room
for outdoor clinie,

The entire plant 1s heated by steam from a
s-horse power boiler, which also runs the ma-

ery of the laundry, supplies the kitchen with
steam for cooking, heats the hot water supply of
the building. The hot water supply is from two
tanks of 6oo gallons each, located m a pit be-
neath the students' stairway., The plumbing work
m the buildling is of the best, the most modern
fixtures being installed in all departments and
aperating  rooms.

The kitchen and laundry are models of their
kind, and are equipped with all modern appli-
ances.

The stable, morgue and carpenter shop are in
one building, in the northwest corner of the
grounds. This bmlding is conveniently and com-
fortably arranged, supplied with heat and elec-
tric light.

The kitchen, main buoilding and Riverside de-
partment are connected with a covered corridor,
enclosed with glass and steam lle’\lrd

The ventilation of the Hospital is provided for
from cach room by shafts, which lead to a com-
mon shaft in the cupola, In these chafts are
steam pipes to create a draft, the foul air from
each degartment heing taken out in this manner,

The buildings are lighted hy electricity from
the strect current. It is wired so that the snper-
intendent has control over the lichts in the whole
plant from a switch hoard in the office. In the
wards the reflectors are placed beneath the

lights. This is to give a general glow over the
room, at the 1e time protecting the patients’
eves.

There are two stairways in the main building,
built of iron, with slate treads and platiorms.
One in the front of the building, around the ele-
vator shafts: the other in the hack, opening on
the yard. This is for the students and leads to
the entrance of the operating and lecture rooms.

The building, while not ahsolutely fire-proof,
has ample fire protection. Brick walls separate
all departments; each are provided with fire
mlugs for hose and iron fire escapes on the
porches,

The infectious pavilion, which is separated
from the main buildineg, has accommodation for
twelve patients, six whites and six eolored, It
has rooms for isolation of nurses, store rooms,
ete. This has been one of the needs of the city
for many vears, and should prove of vast benefit
to its citizens and bn:lne« interests,

he condition as exizted before, of having con-
sumntives in the medical wards, s, without
doubt, responsible for many new cases of that
diseaze, We hope by having them in a separate
ward in this building to be able to do more for
them: at anv rate they will cease to be a men-
ace to the health of other patients. A patient
will not come to the hospital and recover from
typhoid fever, for instance, and leave with con-
snmntion.

The buildings have heen wired for the nstal-
lation of a private telephone svstem of nincteen
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stations, connecting all departments with fhe
superintendent’s office.

‘he building is completed with the exceptions
of the elevators, which were unavoidably de-
layed, and are being installed at the present
time.

Each member of your committee has worked
hard. They realized fully at all times their re-
sponsibility. The work has been a pleasure to
them, first, because they knew that the hospital
would benefit the sick and maimed; second, they
thought they were working for something that
would help Charleston, and last, that they were
helping to place the medical profession in the
position that it should have occupied in the man-
agement of the medical institution of the city.

COUNTY NEWS.

‘Charleston.

The most important event of recent occur-
rence in Charleston was the opening of the
new Roper Hospital. On the night of Feb. 1gth,
a special meeting of the Medical Society was
held in one of the wards of the new hospital
for the purpose of receiving from the building
committee the completed building.

Addresses were delivered by the mayor of the
city, Mr. R. G, Rhett; the president of the Medi-
cal Society, Dr. C. M. Rees; and the chairman
of the building commitee, Dr. R. S. Catheart,
A full history of the Roper Fund was prepared
and read by Dr. W, Peyre Porcher. Dr. J. S,
Buist moved the acceptance in an able im-
promptu speech. At the conclusion of the cere-
monies several thousand citizens who were the
gucsts of the Medical Society were given an
opportunity to inspect the elegant structure.

On Feb, 27 the student body of the Medical
College assembled in the surgical amphitheatre
where they were met by the Dean of the Faculty;
several members of the faculty; the chairman
of the Board of Commissioners, Dr. T. G. Sim-
ons; and the chairman of the hurlding committee,
Dr. R, S. Catheart. After welcoming the stu.
dents to the new hospital the Dean, Dr. F. L.
Parker, introduced Dr. T. G. Simons, who spoke
as follows:

“In behalf of the commissioners of the Roper
Hospital T welcome each of you to-d At the
recent opening ceremonies  you  heard of the
grand, unsclfish work of those of the profession
whao, in past decades, built and maintained the
old Roper Hospital: all honor to their memories.
They deserve the gratitude of all of us for their
devotion to a sacred trust.  High ideals are not
of times, and 1 will allude to a more recent in-
stance anel ask to be allowed a personal mention,
To-day this modern Hospital, so well equipped
and so littmg in every detail of construction, is
the fulfilment of the untiring, unselfish devotion
chiclly of one man, who, in spite of opposition,
with a elear conscience and unfaltering  zeal,
overcame difficelties and made secure all the
benefits you to-day enjoy.

“l allude to Dr. Robert S, Cathcart.

“When Mr. Thomas Roper in 1833 or 18435 be-
quneathed the legacy to the Medical Society of
South Carolina, a trust to erect and maintain

JourwaL oF THE SouTn CaroLiNa MEDICAL ASSOUIATION,

Mareh, roof

and regulate a Hospital of such dimensions as
they, in their better judgment, may direct for
the ‘permanent reception or occasional relief of
all such sick, maimed or discased paupers as
need surgical or medical aid, and whom with-
out regard to complexion, religion or nation, I
would they should admit therein. The site of
the said Hospital or infirmary, to be at or near
Charleston.’

“Such, gentlemen, is the origin of the trust
fund. Other donors have given by legacy and
otherwise to the fund, but it was due to the broad
spirit of love for his fellow man that was in the
heart of Thomas Roper that the fund had its be-
ginning. This new buildmg has a large sphere
of usefulness besides the God-given feature of
charity. “I allude to the education of physicians
and nurses, who by their training and skill will
carry out from its portals benefits to the sick and
the suffering wherever such educated physicians
and nurses shall go. I deem it but right that ma-
terial for instruction should be drawn from its
wards and its wide clinical facilities in special
Iines of treatment in the outdoor service; from
these sources fully informed physicians shall go
forth to earn the love and appreciation of their
patients and also to reap material benefit for
themselves,

“I would not have you to acquire alone the
experience that will enable you to disgnose and
treat disease, but also to acquire an ethical cul-
ture and regard for your profession as a most
sacred calling.

“To learn the amenities and tender considera-
tions due from the true physician to his patient,
a gentle dignity of word and act, these make
the well rounded physician of tact and profes-
sional accomplishment. [ would urge you to
hegin here in these wards the study of the con-
sideration due the sick, even the pauper sick;
many enter here the victims of misfortune, and
not always here from errors and vices of their
own; all need help and encouragement, and kind
words and gentle, firm manipolation of their
cases, rather than indifference to thewr feelings.
Nor need the fear of social equality burden your
thonghts. Sickness is a great teacher. I ean re-
call the digmty of Dr. Eli Geddings., and the
master hand of Robert Kinloch, with gentle
firmness n the attention 1o the sick paupers re-
gardless of color, creed or nation.

“Instruction from their cases is right, but no
untimely remark should be uttered at their bed-
side. The golden rule is applicable to the hum-
blest sufferer.  Thackeray has given one of the
grandest pictures of a perfect man in Col. New-
combe, and his code of ethics was ‘be a gentle-
man," and more recently a rare type existed in
Rohert E. Lee, ‘Anax Andron,’ a king of men,
whose watchword was duty; these men were
grand exemplars of gentle dignity.  Medical
colleges do not teach medical ethics, and often
the commercial smrit is too evident in physicians
who, in their desire ta succeed and acquire
wealth, forgot the true dignity of the profession
amil its elaims upon each member to aid each
ather in all professional advance for the benefit
of the profession, and its claims on each of us to
maintain_ethical relations to the craft. A phy-
sician’s individuality should be most apparent.
Nor shonld we decline to direct the public in





